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UM Softball coaches facing allegations
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Left: Head Softball Coach Jamie Trachsel, Right: Assistant Softball Coach Katie Rietkovich Browder

RUBY DRAAYER
CATHERINE JEFFERS

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss assistant softball
coach Katie Rietkovich Browder
is being investigated for Title
IX violations, according to the
baseball and softball podcast,
Running Poles. Thirteen people
associated with the Ole Miss
Softball program confirmed
the ongoing investigation to the
podcast staff.
Running Poles obtained a
letter that it says was sent to
Athletic Director Keith Carter,
detailing a romantic relationship
between Browder and a senior
student-athlete on the team.
Carter’s office has yet to
respond to requests for comments
by The Daily Mississippian.
According to the letter, a senior

softball player took screenshots
of text messages between her
girlfriend, another senior softball
player, and assistant coach
Browder discussing a romantic
relationship. The girlfriend
then printed off screenshots of
the exchange and taped them
to Browder’s office computer,
according to the letter obtained
by Running Poles.
Head Coach Jamie Trachsel
then allegedly got involved by
trying to cover up the scandal.
According to the letter cited by
Running Poles, Trachsel bribed
both
student-athletes
with
scholarship money to keep quiet
about the alleged affair, which
was detailed in the letter.
Trachsel just completed her
first season for the Rebels where
she took them to the NCAA
tournament, finishing with a 3622 record. For the second season

in a row, Ole Miss softball faces
accusations of Title IX violations.
Mike Smith, the Rebels’ head
coach from 2015-2019, resigned
after allegations came out that
he had inappropriately touched a
player in the dugout.
Trachsel has also been
reported of creating a mentally
toxic environment within the
program. Running Poles also
obtained a formal complaint
sent to the Ole Miss Equal
Opportunity and Regulatory
Compliance office.
“This is a formal written
complaint and grievance against
the University of Mississippi
Athletic Department and Ole
Miss Head Softball Coach Jamie
Trachsel for Lack of institutional
Control based on NCAA Bylaw
2.1.1 and for failing to protect
the student-athlete’s well being
based on the NCAA Bylaws 2.2,

2.2.2, and 2.2.4,” stated the letter
obtained by Running Poles. “The
lack of embracing the Principle
of Nondiscrimination in the
NCAA Bylaw 2.6 and regarding
the disregard for NCAA Bylaws
in Article 17 pertaining to the
time of required mandated team
participation activities, practices
and games.”
Some of her former players
reached out to Running Poles to
explain the situation that they
were in.
“Honestly, it was in spite
of her that we made it to the
Women’s College World Series
that year,” an anonymous player
said. “The most heartbreaking
part about it was that we would
win and win and win then we
would just sigh and wonder what
was going to happen with our
coach because nobody was going
to hear us if we kept winning.”

Other allegations against
Trachsel made by the 13
individuals associated with
the Ole Miss Softball program
include attempts to persuade
players not to vote for Donald
Trump in the 2020 Election.
After detailing her political
party switch from Republican to
Democrat, Trachsel allegedly told
players, “you really want to make
sure you don’t go with the wrong
party.”
Assistant coach Browder
allegedly spoke with players
during a Zoom call saying, “if my
wife or other people in my family
voted for Trump, then all they
would be doing is hurting me.”
The
investigation
is
still ongoing and The Daily
Mississippian will continue to
provide updates.

Square businesses speak out on mask mandate
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com
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A sign on The Blind Pig’s front entrance reminds patrons to don a mask in
accordance with Oxford’s latest mask mandate, instated Aug. 25.

Local businesses on the
Square voice their reactions
to the new mask mandate
Oxford issued on Aug. 25.
The mandate requires all
indoor and outdoor facilities
to enforce mask wearing
when social distancing is not
possible.
Square Books has been
mandating masks from the

beginning of the pandemic,
ensuring the safety and
health of all their employees.
Lynn Roberts, general
manager of Square Books
family stores, said she was
pleased to hear that the new
mask mandate was put into
effect.
“It’s just helpful to have
a city mandate, and that
way it’s not so sensitive for
all the staff who have to
police things and have to ask
people to wear masks, it’s

just kind of nice to have that
authority,” Roberts said.
Since
the
mandate,
Roberts says customers have
been very compliant with the
new rules in effect.
“I think it has been a
little bit confusing for some
people that were traveling
here from out of town,
and who came from places
without a mask mandate, but
we did have some masks to

SEE MANDATE PAGE 2
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MANDATE

continued from page 1
give out to people when they
didn’t have one,” Roberts
said.
Retail stores do require a
mask to be worn at all times,
but for restaurants and bars,
the rules differ.
Proud Larry’s has also
been mandating masks for
their employees.

Austin
Smith,
the
manager and bartender at
Proud Larry’s, said he was
not surprised to hear that
there was another mask
mandate implemented.
“We were down to do
anything that was keeping us
open and safe and healthy,”
said Smith.
Proud Larry’s is known
for their small concert venue.
Starting Sept. 1, everyone
who purchased a concert

ticket must show either proof
of vaccination or a negative
COVID-19 test 72 hours prior
to the event.
There has been push back,
but for the most part, Smith
says that customers have
been abiding by the rules.
Similar to Proud Larry’s,
the director of operations
at Boure, Dan Constant,
expected there to be another
mask mandate.
“We’ve
always
taken

precautions very seriously.
We have the temperature
check
and
if
anybody
reports any sort of illness we
certainly are requiring them
to stay out of the building,
or get tested before they
return,” Constant said.
There has been some
backlash from customers,
which Constant had to
communicate with over the
phone. However, the mask

mandate has not affected
Boure negatively.
Lee Harris, the owner of
Funky’s, said he really didn’t
have much of a reaction
when the mandate was put
into effect.
“We suggest wearing a
mask unless you have food
or a drink, which all of our
people are going to normally
drink once they enter,”
Harris said.

Students frustrated with textbook and access costs
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CAROLINE BEACH
DALAKIN CRAWFORD
thedmnews@gmail.com

Students at the University
of Mississippi have expressed
frustration over the hundreds of
dollars in textbook and access
code fees required for their classes
each year. They are bombarded
with an accumulation of classrelated fees that, combined with
an already steep tuition bill, adds
a tremendous amount of stress to
their financial anxiety.
Taylor Jones, a sophomore
exercise science major, is one of
the many students upset over
the recurring fees for course
materials. Jones feels cheated
that she has to pay more than
$100 to obtain access codes,
which are purchasable online
subscriptions that give students
access to homework and other

course materials.
“Buying textbooks especially
when they are only available at
your university’s bookstore is
just a scam for them to get more
money out of you,” Jones said.
University professors are
given the freedom to choose
the books and course materials
they feel would match their
predetermined
curriculum
most effectively. This causes an
inconsistency in the cost of class
materials which is frustrating for
most students.
One class can amount to $200
plus dollars in fees while another
is completely free.
College students like Jones
and Kasia Hosey, a sophomore
biology major, feel as if they are
overcharged. In their opinion,
the prices should be reasonable
and affordable enough to match a
college student’s budget.

a textbook, why should I have to
spend $600 on sheets of paper?”
Hosey said. “It is the 21st century,
so we should at least be able to
purchase most material online for
$30 or less.”
While prices of printed
textbooks and course materials
vary greatly based on the book
type and size, access codes appear
to be an area of problem for most
students. An issue due, in part, to
the fact that university personale
have no way to mitigate cost of
price for online access codes.
“Certain publishers will not
sell the electronic version of their
textbook to libraries, so we have
no way of offering those resources
to students.” said Brian Young,
Collective Strategists for the UM
Library and Associate Professor.
Emotions surrounding the
cost of required class materials
typically fall into three separate

no problem with purchasing
textbooks offered only online,
while others prefer to rent hard
copies of books to alleviate
the overall cost. There is also
a portion of students that feel
they should not have to pay for
textbook materials at all.
“Books should be included in
the fees when you sign up for the
course,” Jones said. “They have to
understand that not all students
are attending school for free,
some have to pay out of pocket.”
Students cannot afford to
continuously pay thousands of
dollars for tuition and hundreds
of dollars on books and other
course materials.
The university currently has
Open Educational Resources
available to students. These
textbooks and course materials
are written by faculty members
with an open license and can

courses. While Open Educational
Resources alleviate costs, writing
a textbook is time consuming and
not plausible for all professors.
John D. Williams Library
also offers support to students
in financial distress. “We have a
limited supply of certain books
that students can put on reserve
and use for a few hours at a
time,” Young said as he discussed
the steps the library is taking to
help university students. Steps
that include purchasing the
books students use the most and
offering access to them for free.
The UM library also monitors
course materials in an attempt to
potentially offer certain resources
to the student body.
Even
with
the
library
offering books for free and the
materials from Open Educational
Resources, students say that
prices are still too high for some.

THE SMC IS HIRING!
Two of our platforms, NewsWatch Ole Miss and The Ole Miss Yearbook,
are looking to hire students in PAID positions.

NewsWatch: Currently hiring correspondents, news anchors, and sports anchors/correspondents.

Applications Open until Sept. 3. Go to newswatcholemiss.com to apply.

Yearbook: Photo Editor–The photography editor is responsible for the quality and content

of all editorial photographs printed in the yearbook and on the website. The photo editor has
the opportunity to take photos at Ole Miss sporting events as well as opportunities to produce
photojournalism projects. The photo editor is responsible for ensuring that all editorial photos are of
the highest quality possible before they are published.
Online Editor– Work closely with editor-in-chief in branding and creating content for the website.
Manage online staff to produce regular content.
Email theolemisseditor@gmail.com for either application.
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City of Oxford offering pop-up vaccination sites
JACOB MEYERS

thedmnews@gmail.com

The City of Oxford and
Oxford Specialty Clinic are
hosting a vaccination popup site on Aug. 31 from 3:00
p.m.-6:30 p.m. at the Oxford
Community Market and every
Tuesday at the community
market.
The vaccination pop-up
clinics are free to the public
and are being spread out to
help increase vaccination
numbers and prevent the
spread of the delta variant.
Oxford Specialty Clinic will
continue to assist with popup clinics.
The City of Oxford has
held and will continue to
host free vaccination popup clinics around the city.
Previous vaccination sites
have included the RSVP Plaza
next to City Hall, Larson’s
CashSaver and the Oxford
Community Market.
“The city decided to do
this to hit some of our target
demographics that we are
looking for and we couldn’t
be more [thrilled] to do this
for our community,” said
Bridgett Green of Oxford
Specialty Clinic. “Last week
we did 24 vaccines, and today
we’re up to about 26.”
Following
the
FDA
approval of the Pfizer vaccine,
more and more citizens
are making their way to
vaccination
sites
around
Oxford and Lafayette County.
“The main takeaway that
we want people to get is that
we believe in medical science.
We believe vaccines are safe
and have been vaccinating
people for decades. It’s our
best defense to get out of
masks, save SEC football
and get back to our normal
everyday life,” Green said.
The previous vaccination
pop-up site at Larson’s
CashSaver also included a
Spanish translator to assist
the community in receiving
information about the vaccine
and the coronavirus.
The City of Oxford Twitter
account and Facebook page

COURTESY: CITY OF OXFORD VIA TWITTER

are the best ways to stay
updated about pop-up clinics
in the Lafayette county area.
Alongside the City of
Oxford hosting vaccination
sites, the University of
Mississippi has 11 upcoming
vaccination clinics at Paul
B. Johnson Commons for
students and community
members to receive the Pfizer
vaccine.
“We saw there was a need
in the community and we
started vaccinations in the
spring as soon as we could

get our hands on them,” said
Lauren Bloodworth, clinical
professor
of
pharmacy
practice
and
research
professor in the Research
Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences.
No
appointments
are
needed for the vaccine clinics
on campus and vaccines are
available for everyone ages 12
and up. Second doses will be
scheduled while getting the
first dose.
“Keeping our campus and
students healthy is our utmost

priority and ensuring we have
easy access like campus walkups, no appointments needed
is very important to us,”
Bloodworth said.
For dates and times
of vaccination clinics on
campus, students should refer
to University of Mississippi
COVID-19
vaccination
|
Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19).
Off-campus
vaccination sites are available
and are also listed on the
website for students and
citizens of Lafayette County.
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Joshua Sharp, the associate
professor of pharmacology,
chemistry and biochemistry at
the University of Mississippi,
gives a brief explanation of
how COVID-19 vaccines use
mRNA.
As of Sept. 1, 50 COVID
patients
are
in
Baptist
Memorial Hospital of North
Mississippi and 12 COVID
patients are in the intensive
care unit at the hospital.
There have been 49 newly
recorded COVID patients in
Lafayette County today.
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Medical professionals
anticipate COVID-19 surge
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The state of Mississippi, Division of Medicaid is soliciting proposals
to lease 8,000 square feet of office space in the northern most area
of Lafayette County in Oxford, Miss. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing property@
medicaid.ms.gov, or calling 601-359-6041. Documents may also be
picked up at 550 High St., Suite 1000, Jackson, MS 39201.
Proposals shall be submitted by 12:00 p.m. on September 24, 2021.
The Division of Medicaid reserves the right to return any and all
proposals not in compliance with proposal packet guidelines.
Notice is hereby given that sealed proposal packets shall be read at
1 p.m. on Friday, September 24, 2021, and all bidders are invited to
attend. Location of opening will be the 4th floor conference room,
Walter Sillers building, 550 High St., Jackson, MS 39201.
The Division of Medicaid does not discriminate based on race, color,
political affiliation, religion, age, disabilities, national origin, or
gender.

The Grove attracts large crowds during game days.

E.O.E
38837

LANDON PRESTWOOD
thedmnews@gmail.com

DOES
YOUR
SCHEDULE
STINK?

As Oxford prepares to host
its first home football game of
the season on Sept. 11, which is
expected to bring roughly 48,000
fans to Vaught-Hemingway, local
medical providers are scrambling
to bolster an already strained
healthcare system.
“We are anticipating and
preparing for an increase [in
COVID-19 cases], with the fact
that we will have more people
in town,” said Jondi Roberson,
director of marketing at Baptist
Memorial
Hospital-North
Mississippi. “The more people that
are here that are not vaccinated,
heightens the possibility that they
will have to use our hospital. We
are preparing our hospital and
prepping our resources for that.”
Last week, Mayor Robyn
Tannehill requested a field
hospital with an additional
50 beds and 30 nurses from
the
Mississippi
Emergency
Management Agency, when staff
shortages prevented the hospital
from adding extra beds.
“At this point, we need more
staff. Thankfully, we have a few
recovery rooms that are currently
available that are allowing us
to stay within the walls of our
hospital,” said Roberson.
Roberson says the hospital
is asking people to utilize urgent
care clinics and doctor’s offices
before seeking medical help at
the hospital if their symptoms are
treatable at home.
“We’ve still got people with

FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

strokes,
car-wrecks,
heartattacks and all other types of
emergencies,” she said. “So, we’re
trying to keep the emergency
room open for people that have
the most urgent needs.”
Along with hospitals, Urgent
Care Clinics across Oxford are
seeing similar side effects of this
latest COVID-19 surge.
“We’re having extremely long
wait times: anywhere from 2-3
hours,” Erica Stowell, a front desk
coordinator at Ole Town Med
said. “On a normal day we’re used
to seeing around 30 people. Now
that the students are back we’re
seeing 100 plus people everyday
for COVID.”
Stowell worries about how
long this system can last if cases
continue to worsen.
“As soon as we open at 8
a.m., we immediately get 2030 calls at once and the calls do
not stop until we close at 6 p.m.
We’re having to cut off patients
and make people wait outside for
car-side assistance,” Stowell said.
“If it gets to a point where the
cases increase even more, we will
unfortunately have to turn people
away.”
Stowell says they are also
having several issues finding
nurses and other support staff,
but are doing the best that they
can with the supplies and staff
that they have available.
Oxford
pharmacies
are
experiencing a trickle-down of
disruption from the surge in
COVID-19 cases.
CVS Jackson Avenue’s lead
pharmacist Clay Clark says the
location regularly runs-out run

out of COVID-19 rapid tests and
wait times for prescription drugs,
in some cases, are taking several
days to fill due to the high volume
in COVID-19 related medications.
“COVID tests are selling out
within 24 hours, and we only get
those shipments once a week.
Flu vaccines, COVID vaccines,
COVID medications, in addition
to regular everyday medicines,
puts a strain on pharmacy staff,”
he said. “The volume of COVID
patients is putting us a week
behind for regular drugs like
insulin. If you need medication
today, we can help expedite the
process, but it still might take
several hours.”
Clark estimates that from the
time a patient tests positive for
COVID-19, that person may have
already spent three hours at the
urgent care and three hours at the
pharmacy, making treatment for
COVID-19 an all-day event.
Clark says that since CVS
began distributing vaccines in
late March, the Oxford location
has seen an increase in students
who are seeking the vaccine.
“We went from giving 2-3
vaccines per day just a few weeks
ago, to now giving 30-40 a day,
which is pretty much all we can
do at our location,” Clark said.
Robinson says vaccines are
the best chance at avoiding more
strain on Oxford’s healthcare
system.
“Get vaccinated. We are
encouraging the community to
get vaccinated in order to prevent
any unnecessary deaths and in
order to return to our normal
lifestyles,” Robinson said.

Check the complete course list and apply at

olemiss.edu/istudy

Questions? e-mail istudy@olemiss.edu

FLEXIBLE & AFFORDABLE!
38854

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Carryout Only

38828
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Visa process upends students’
study abroad plans
KELBY ZENDEJAS

thedmnews@gmail.com

With
readily
available
vaccinations and ever-changing
travel restrictions, the Ole Miss
Study Abroad Office is planning
on sending students abroad for
both the fall 2021 and spring
2022 semesters. The program
currently has 30 participants
abroad, which is 10 less than its
pre-pandemic fall average.
This past summer alone,
the UM Study Abroad office
sent 87 students to countries
such as Spain, Italy, France,
Morocco,
Jordan,
Korea,
Iceland, the United Kingdom
and Madagascar. According
to an email from study abroad
director,
Blair
McElroy,
the office also “facilitated
and offered virtual global
experiences with partners in
Taiwan and mainland China.”
Most countries require
certain immunizations to keep
local communities and their
population safe, such as yellow
fever. However, each country’s
COVID-19 vaccination policy
is quite different and its visa
processes are contrasting as
well. For example, Japan halted
its visa processing, regardless
of the reason for travel.
The visa process hasn’t
been the easiest for current
Croft Institute seniors, Calley
Overton and Noah Hubbard.
The pair planned on attending
a program in Uruguay, which
started in late July, but
switched routes to Spain after
the Uruguayan government
couldn’t promise in-person
classes. Although the Croft
Institute has waived the
study abroad requirement for
students, Overton and Hubbard
were both hoping to study
overseas for their senior year.
For Hubbard, obtaining
a visa for Spain has been
challenging and the process

isn’t working in his favor. The
International Studies, Spanish
and Accounting triple major
applied for a visa for the third
time recently, and has a flight
booked just in case.
“(The Spanish Consulate)
switched to where you have to
apply for a mail-in visa, because
I’m over 90 days, which I
thought was going to be better,
but it’s actually been worse,”
Hubbard said. “My last chance
to study abroad is this fall,
because I’m not going to go in
the spring because of my thesis.
This is my last shot.”
As
for
Overton,
the
International
Studies
and
Spanish double major pulled
out of the race for a visa early
this summer because of the
many trials she faced, such as
waiting for acceptance letters,
seeing the rise of the Delta
variant and losing options for
housing in Oxford.
“I was worried if I made the
right decision at the time, but
ultimately, I did,” Overton said.
“I was able to get things done in
time to be able to have a smooth
transition back to Oxford.”
Despite the obstacles these
two students faced, Ole Miss
students are still able to apply
for certain programs. The
Study Abroad office provides a
Google Sheet where potential
applicants can check on visa
availability, flights and program
status.
In regards to the COVID-19
vaccine, the Centers for Disease
Control says that international
travelers should be fully
vaccinated to protect against
spreading the illness.
“Many people around the
world would be grateful for
access to free, readily available
COVID-19 vaccines like we have
in the United States,” McElroy
said. “It would be difficult and
inequitable to require a vaccine
that is inaccessible to many
people, so many countries

may require travelers to
quarantine, provide a negative
COVID-19 test or show proof of
vaccination against COVID-19
or a combination of those
items.”
In addition to the varying
COVID-19
policies,
some
countries may have an app for
immunization records that
allows the person to enter
public facilities such as night
clubs or restaurants.
“I cannot make predictions
unfortunately,” McElroy said
in regards to what will happen
next. “I can say that we continue
to have students interested in
study abroad programs through
UM, and we will guide them to
make an informed decision
about their destination and
program choice.”

ILLUSTRATION:MICAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Investing in safety
Investing
in safety
and in Mississippi.

and in Mississippi.
Providing safe, reliable natural gas is our
job. But supporting communities is our
responsibility. That’s why we support the
Hire Mississippi program. We work hard to
Providing
safe, reliable natural gas is our
ensure local suppliers and contractors have
job.theBut
supporting
communities
opportunity
to work
with us. is our

responsibility. That’s why we support the
HireIf you
Mississippi
program.
We work
hard to
are a Mississippi
supplier
or
contractor
doing
business with
ensure
local interested
suppliersinand
contractors
have
please register
with us
at us.
theus,
opportunity
to work
with

JOIN THE OBY’S TEAM!

Just see what we have to offer:

atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi.

Great work environment
Flexible work schedules
Advancement opportunities
IRA with Employer Match!
Health insurance for full time employees
And best of all, Employee discounts!

If you are a Mississippi supplier or
contractor interested in doing business with
us, please register with us at
atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi.

Apply in person at 1931 University Ave, or
Scan the QR code below to apply online.

Your natural gas company
1691

atmosenergy.com/HireMississippi
38853

PAGE 6 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 SEPTEMBER 2021

SEC releases COVID-19
cancellation policies
CATHERINE JEFFERS

thedmsports@gmail.com

No
2021-2022
athletic
contests in the SEC will be
rescheduled if a team is
unable to field players “due to
COVID-19, injuries, or other
reasons,” the Southeastern
Conference announced on
Monday.
Last season of competition,
teams had the ability to
reschedule games throughout
conference play or resolve
without penalty. However, the
new policies state that all teams
unable to play will be required
to forfeit, earning them a loss in
conference standings. The team
that was ready to play will earn
a win, and the contest will be
completed.
In the event that both teams
are not prepared to play, each
will have a designated loss
due to forfeit in conference

standings.
The incentive to get teams
to increase their vaccination
rates comes in the form of
possible financial losses. The
SEC announced that “any
direct financial loss on the part
of the school that was able to
play a cancelled event may be
submitted for consideration
for reimbursement subject
to approval from the SEC
Executive Committee.”
For Lane Kiffin and Ole Miss
Football, who boast a 100%
vaccination rate, the chances
of having to forfeit a game
during conference play are
significantly lower than fellow
SEC competitors who are yet
to meet the recommended 85%
roster vaccination threshold.
As of now, Ole Miss Athletics
has not announced if they will
require COVID-19 testing or
proof of vaccination to enter
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium
for the 2021 football season.

Ole Miss head coach, Lane Kiffin

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
Outdoor Soccer League

Registration ends 9/7 Noon

2v2 Sand Volleyball
Tournament

Registration ends 9/7 Noon

Singles Tennis League

Registration ends 9/7 Noon

Singles Table Tennis
Tournament

Registration ends 9/7 Noon

Rocket League

Registration ends 9/7 Noon

Turner Center Room 212
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.
IN THE DM CLASSIFIEDS
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lt’s Time to Register
for Fall 2021
Intramural Sports!
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Ole Miss football position preview 2021
RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Lane Kiffin has yet to
announce the starting lineup
ahead of this weekend’s
season
opener
against
Louisville. While nothing is
set in stone, here is what we
know thus far.
Quarterbacks:
There is no question who
the starter will be in Atlanta
this weekend. After a little bit
of a quarterback competition
prior to the 2020 season,
this year will be completely
up to Matt Corral. During
his 10 game slate last season,
Corral threw for 3,337 yards
and 29 touchdowns. While
his numbers speak for
themselves, he is focused on
cleaning up the mental side
of the ball this season and
allowing for fewer offensive
turnovers. The dark horse
Heisman candidate has all the
capability in the world to lead
his team to a 12-0 season.
Running Backs:
The running back room is
stacked this year. Not only do
they have a preseason firstteam All-SEC running back
with Jerrion Ealy, but Ole
Miss also has Snoop Conner,
Henry Parrish Jr. and Kentrell
Bullock. Having the depth
that the Rebels have this year
will be crucial. They led the
SEC in rushing a year ago
behind leading rusher Jerrion
Ealy. In 2020, he had 147
carries for 745 yards. Snoop
Conner was close behind him
with 93 carries for 421 yards.
They combined for a total of
17 touchdowns last season.
While head coach Lane Kiffin
is typically unpredictable in
his offense, it’s safe to say
that we are going to see a lot
from our backfield this fall.
Wide Receivers:
The wide receivers are
the most intriguing of the

position groups this year.
After the loss of Kenny
Yeboah and superstar Elijah
Moore, everyone is waiting
to see who the new No.1
playmaker will be. Senior

be extremely dominant, but
remained pretty quiet for the
rest of the season.
Offensive Line:
If you want to win
football games, it starts in

needs a drastic improvement
from the defensive line this
year. Last year, the Rebels
allowed a league-high 211
yards per game rushing,
including three teams that

PHOTO COURTESY: JOSHUA MCCOY / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Matt Corral attempts to evade the Arkansas defense during a fall 2020 game.

Braylon Sanders is most likely
to be that guy. Throughout
his time at Ole Miss, he
has struggled with injuries,
never playing more than six
games in a season. In 2020,
he averaged 26.43 yards per
play. Dontario Drummond
will be another name to look
out for. Drummond had 25
receptions for 417 yards and
7 touchdowns last season
and chose to stay at Ole
Miss for his extra year of
eligibility. Jonathan Mingo
is working to make a bigger
impact in this offense. Fans
saw moments of greatness
from the Mississippi native
against Kentucky in the 42-41
Rebel victory. Mingo had two
touchdowns and appeared to

the trenches. The offensive
line will continue to be one
of the strongest position
groups on the team. The
Rebels are returning four of
their five starters on the line,
after losing Royce Newman
to the Green Bay Packers
in the fourth round of the
NFL Draft. Losing a starter
is never ideal, but it is still a
solid unit with returners Nick
Broeker, Jeremy James, Caleb
Warren and Ben Brown. Ole
Miss also added University of
Utah transfer Orlando Umana
who has been talked about
very highly in fall camp as a
starting center for this year’s
line.
Defensive Line:
The Ole Miss defense

topped 300 yards. Ole Miss
has been looking and working
towards a deeper line, and
are hoping they found it.
They are returning numerous
starters, as well as bringing
in a few transfers and junior
college players. Isiah Iton and
Jamond Gordon are among
those that will hopefully
change the narrative. In a
depth chart released by the
University this past week,
they have named Iton as the
defensive tackle starter. The
2021 recruiting class featured
15 defensive recruits in hopes
of adding depth and changing
the trajectory of the program.
Linebackers:
The linebacker room will
feature some veterans as well

as some newcomers looking to
make an early impact. During
their careers, Lakia Henry and
Momo Sanogo have played
in a combined 56 games.
Ole Miss lost leading tackler
Jacquez Jones to the transfer
portal this offseason ,but
quickly found a replacement
in the dominant Maryland
transfer Chance Campbell. He
had 43 tackles last season and
was an honorable mention
Big Ten player of the year.
Cedric Johnson has been
making a splash with the
media throughout fall camp,
and will likely earn the start
against Louisville. The true
sophomore made a name
for himself at the end of last
season with three sacks.
Defensive Backs:
The defensive backs this
year are going to make or
break this defense. The Ole
Miss secondary is full of
upperclassmen this season
led by Keidron Smith, Tylan
Knight, A.J. Finley and
Jaylon Jones. This group will
be especially exciting with
Navy transfer Jake Springer
and Georgia transfer Otis
Reese being eligible. Finley
tied for 1st in the SEC with
three
interceptions,
and
Otis Reese brought in an
interception
during
the
Outback Bowl versus Indiana.
With eight of the 26 signees
from this year’s recruiting
class being defensive backs,
the Rebels have plenty of
depth and options to pull
from. One standout freshman
is Tysheem Johnson, who
has earned praise from many
of the veteran teammates as
well as defensive coordinator
Chris Partridge. Johnson has
been taking significant reps
with the two throughout the
offseason.

38832

PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 SEPTEMBER 2021

THE DM SPORTS DESK

SEC football pick ‘em: the return

thedmsports@gmail.com

Heading into the first
weekend of college football in
the Southeastern Conference,
The Daily Mississippian Sports
Desk shares their picks on
five matchups throughout the
conference.
#1 Alabama vs. #14
Miami: Owen Pustell
Miami comes into this
matchup
with
a
chance
to redeem a 2020 season
that ended with a pair of
heartbreaking losses to The
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill and Oklahoma
State. Expect head coach Manny
Diaz to open up the playbook
early, taking advantage of new
transfer receiver Charleston
Rambos’
game-breaking
speed. For the Crimson Tide,
it has been an offseason of
change as they return just two
starters on offense. Sophomore
quarterback
Bryce
Young
will be working with the next
generation of Alabama receivers

headlined by an electric John
Metchie III as he looks to start
his era in Tuscaloosa with an
important
out-of-conference
win. This game will start off
fast, but Alabama should pull
away safely in the third quarter
as Miami struggles to keep pace
with what looks to be another
dangerous Nick Saban offense.
Final Score Prediction:
Alabama 35, Miami 24
Akron
at
Auburn:
Catherine Jeffers
Kicking off for the first time
under new head coach Brian
Harsin, the Auburn Tigers host
the Akron Zips this Saturday at 6
p.m. Led by junior quarterback
Bo Nix, the Tigers will look to
utilize Tank Bigsby’s offensive
presence and effectively run
the ball down Akron’s throat.
Nix’s biggest issue will be
composure under pressure.
In his sophomore stint, Nix
scrambled almost before any
pressure appeared, losing yards
quickly and often resulting
in turnovers. However, new
offensive coordinator Mike

Bobo has proven he can develop
quarterbacks, so only time will
tell if the same is true with Nix.
If Nix can find a way to settle
in the pocket and make use of
receivers Shedrick Jackson and
Demetris Robertson, Auburn
can expect to score and score
often. On the other side of
the ball, expect a big game
out of Colby Wooden, Zakoby
McClain, and Smoke Monday.
In the Gus Malzahn era, the
defense was Auburn’s strength.
Former Vanderbilt head coach
Derek Mason now runs the
Tiger defense, with the luxury
of Roger McCreary returning
to finish his degree. Watch out
for a high-powered offense and
a wall on defense to shut down
Akron and settle this game
early.
Final Score Prediction:
Auburn 48, Akron 10
#5 Georgia vs. #3
Clemson: Jane Rob Pannell
College football is back,
and what better way to start
out than a matchup between
a pair of top-five teams? The
Clemson Tigers and the Georgia
Bulldogs will be facing off at
Bank of America Stadium in
Charlotte, North Carolina.
One huge determining factor
of this matchup will be which
quarterback executes better, so
the pressure is on for the two
California boys. This will be
the Tiger’s first season without
No. 1 overall draft pick Trevor
Lawrence,
so
quarterback
DJ Uiagalelei has some big
shoes to fill. Don’t doubt him
though. Clemson head coach
Dabo Swinney admitted that
Uiagalelei has a better arm
than past Tiger quarterbacks,
including Lawrence. As for
Georgia, a more experienced
quarterback, JT Daniels, will
be taking the snaps. While the
Bulldogs have a history of being
a run-first type of team, head
coach Kirby Smart believes that
having Daniels at quarterback
changes that dynamic. Clemson
is returning all but one starter
on defense, whereas Georgia
has had to replace some of
their top defensive players, but
both teams showcase a strong
defensive line. Although it’s
only the first week, this is one
of the most anticipated games
of the year. Ultimately, it will
come down to which offensive
line proves themselves to be
better and which quarterback
makes less mistakes.
Final Score Prediction:

ILLUSTRATION:VANESSA CLARK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Clemson 35, Georgia 28
Florida Atlantic at. #13
Florida: Ruby Draayer
The FAU Owls are making
their way to the Swamp this
weekend, and as much as I
hope they beat Dan Mullen,
I think this one goes to the
Gators. Florida lost a massive
portion of their offensive
production this off-season and
will be looking to new starting
quarterback, Emory Jones to
produce in the same way that
Kyle Trask did. Florida is going
to struggle without Kadarius
Toney, Kyle Pitts, and Trevon
Grimes this season, but they
are still Florida. The FAU Owls
have named the former Miami
quarterback
N’Kosi
Perry
as their starter ahead of the
Saturday matchup, but going
into the Swamp against a Top15 team usually doesn’t go well
for Conference USA games.
Florida: 48, FAU: 14
Louisville vs. Ole Miss:
Aidan Gallardo
It’s the second season for
Ole Miss’s head coach Lane
Kiffin and it’d be expected that
his team will start off its 2021

campaign with a bang. Even
though the Rebels suffered
some key losses on the offensive
side of the ball with wide
receiver Elijah Moore and tight
end Kenny Yeboah starting
their careers in the NFL, there
are still glimpses of hope and
excitement of what this team
can achieve this season. With
junior quarterback Matt Corral
coming off a stellar year, many
are excited to see what he can
do this coming season and there
are even talks of him competing
in the Heisman race. As for
Louisville, coming off a poor
2020 season in the ACC with
a 4-7 record, there’s a difficult
opening opponent that they’ll
face in Ole Miss. It’ll be tough
to stop Ole Miss’s high powered
offense but they could definitely
put up points of their own. The
Rebels ranked near the bottom
in total defense last season
among FBS teams. This game
will come down to who makes
that one key defensive stop
because both offenses will be
lighting up the scoreboard.
Final Score Prediction:
Ole Miss 42, Louisville 28

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF UNIVERSITY
PARKING RULES & REGULATIONS
The University of Mississippi Department of Parking &
Transportation (DPT) in Oxford, Mississippi hereby gives
notice of enactment of the University’s Traffic and Parking
Regulations for the 2021-2022 academic year. These
rules and regulations are enacted by the Board of Trustees
of the State Institutions of Higher Learning, State of
Mississippi, and are effective from and after July 1, 2021.
The full text of such rules and regulations are available at
www.olemiss.edu/parking the website of DPT.
38822
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Volleyball off to a
triumphant start
CATHERINE JEFFERS
AVERY LUPTON

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Rebels played in the
Troy Preseason Tournament
to kick off the 2021 Ole Miss
Women’s Volleyball season.
Going 2-0 on the weekend,
the Rebels swept Troy
University and the University
of Alabama at Birmingham in
three straight sets.
Statistically, Ole Miss
Women’s Volleyball had a
little bit of a rocky season
last year. Going 1-19 on the
season, the Rebels only win
came against fellow SEC foe,
Louisiana State University.
For the first game of
the tournament, the Rebels
met with the Troy Trojans.
Totalling 36 kills, 42 digs,
33 assists and 15 blocks,
Ole Miss began the season
by defeating them in three
straight sets.
Ole Miss right side hitter
Samantha Schnitta elevated
her performance during the
game against Troy. She not
only holds a starting position
as a sophomore, but maintains
a calm and confident persona
that is crucial to the team’s
chemistry. She had a total
of 10 kills this match, and
was
dominating
Troy’s
defensive players with her
cross-court shot. Schnitta’s
hitting seemed to affect Troy,

causing them to serve it out
after almost every point.
During the second game of
the season against University
of Alabama at Birmingham,
the Rebels continued their
momentum from the day
before. Ole Miss secured the
win for this match against
UAB in another three set
victory.
The match began with
errors being traded back and
forth. Sophomore outside
hitter GG Carvacho is proving
to be a real threat this season
for the Ole Miss offense.
She maintained the lead kill
score of 12 kills during the
match against UAB. The win
could not be possible without
setter Kylee McLaughlin. She
totalled 36 assists throughout
this match, and contributed
greatly to the success the
team’s hitters experienced in
kills.
Next up, the Rebels will
compete in the Ole Miss
Invitational,
which
will
include two matches on
Friday, and one on Saturday.
To commence the Ole Miss
Invitational, the Rebels open
up against University of
Texas San Antonio at 12 p.m.
on Friday.
Following the first match,
Ole Miss will face Coastal
Carolina at 6:30 p.m.. The
Rebels wrap up the weekend
against Northwestern State
at 2 p.m..

PHOTO COURTESY: PETRE THOMAS/OLE MISS ATHLETICS.

Gabby Easton sets the ball in a match against Alabama on Saturday, Feb. 6, 2021.

Join the Centerplate
Team at Ole Miss!
TIPPED POSITIONS AVAILABLE

We are hiring Bartenders, Concession
Workers, and Catering Staff!
more info:

Amanda.Blalack@centerplate.com
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need more news?
Visit thedmonline.com for breaking news on
Oxford and the Ole Miss campus

While you’re there, sign up for The Morning Briefing, our
newsletter with the top news of the day.
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Local concert venues enforcing
new COVID-19 policies
CASSIE MORRIS

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Following in the footsteps
of many restaurants, music
venues and sports stadiums
all over the country, Proud
Larry’s and The Lyric are the
first businesses in Oxford to
require proof of vaccination or
a negative COVID-19 test from
their patrons in order to enter.
The Lyric announced the
requirements would start on
Aug. 18. The venue has had
their first two in-person shows

in nearly 18 months – The
Futurebirds performed on
Aug. 25 and Robert Earl Keene
performed on Aug. 27.
On their website, they
have listed what each patron
needs to bring to be granted
admission into the show. Each
patron must bring either a
negative COVID-19 test from
an official testing center or a
digital or hard-copy proof of
their COVID-19 vaccine two
weeks after their second dose
or a single dose of the Johnson
and Johnson vaccine.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business
day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through
Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No
refunds on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

Clay Garstin, who attended
the Robert Earl Keene concert,
said that The Lyric was very
well organized and the checkin process went smoothly.
“After
checking
your
tickets, The Lyric had two
stations to show either proof
of vaccination or proof of
a negative COVID-19 test.
They matched the name on
your ID to the name on your
vaccination card. If you had a
negative COVID-19 test, they
verified your name as well as
the date,” Garstin said.
Proud Larry’s owner Scott
Caradine said implementing
the same requirements was a
necessity.
“All
performers
have
requested
this
system,”
Caradine said. “This is pretty
much standard in live music
venues.”
Jason Isbell, a Grammy
award winning artist, has
stated that he will only perform
at music venues that require
their patrons to provide proof
of vaccination.
“If the venue won’t allow

FILE PHOTO: HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

that, we won’t play,” Isbell told
Rolling Stone.
Isbell has canceled shows in
Houston, Texas and Brandon,
Mississippi because the venues
refused to comply and enforce
his requirements.
Isbell has also received
mixed responses on his social
media from fans praising him
for incentivizing those who
want to see his shows to get
vaccinated, to people belittling
his stance.
Twitter user, @ScottHurt3,

who responded to Isbell’s tweet
promoting his show saying,
“Why don’t you just stay home
or not perform if you really
want to make a point.”
Caradine says that the
responses they have received
from the community have been
mostly positive, with a few
negative ones.
“It’s simply what we need to
do to see the concert industry
stay alive, even on the size level
at Proud Larry’s,” Caradine
said.

NOW HIRING DRIVERS

BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
49- Like some decisions;
50- General on Chinese
menus;
53- Stupid;
56- Drops;
58- Beverage commonly
drunk in England;
59- Govt. security;
60- Ways to the pins;
61- Mama’s boy;
62- Income source;
63- Plant problem;
DOWN
1- Devotees;
2- Med school subj.;
3- Economic decline;
4- Automobile;
5- Recluse;
6- Condition;
7- ___ Alto;
8- Alien’s subj.;
9- DDE’s command;
10- Dehydrate;
11- Rod used to reinforce
concrete;
12- Mea ___;
13- Staggering;
19- Malaria symptom;
22- Aliens, briefly;
25- Department store
department;
26- Food and water;
27- Some are pale;

SOLUTION TO 8.23 PUZZLE

IN THE DM
CLASSIFIEDS

www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds

28- Roseanne, once;
29- Zeno’s home;
30- Wall painting;
32- Emirate on the
Persian Gulf;
33- Sweetheart;
34- Hostelries;
35- Russian no;
37- Pigeon coop;
38- Rigatoni relative;
40- Six legged creatures;
41- Sewer system
entrance;
42- Assistant, particularly
to heads of state;

43- Bandleader Brown;
44- Markers;
45- Lover of Juliet;
46- Living in a city;
47- Shoe ties;
49- Ceremonial act;
51- Arise (from);
52- Greek peak;
54- One ___ million;
55- Chat room chuckle;
57- Deranged;
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ACROSS
1- Sham;
6- Swiftness;
11- Nipper’s co.;
14- Lend ___;
15- Sip;
16- Where It.’s at;
17- Mother-of-pearl;
18- Permissible;
20- Canonized Mlle.;
21- Take ___ your
leader;
23- Godly love;
24- Strike hard;
26- Word before beauty
or bridge;
28- Assails;
30- Scuffle;
31- Roomy dress cut;
32- Eccentric;
33- Bordeaux, e.g.;
36- Classic autos;
37- Parlor game;
38- Off-the-wall;
39- Campaigned;
40- Little bits;
41- Pooh’s creator;
42- Conductor Dorati;
43- Current;
44- Warship;
47- Russian
revolutionary leader;
48- Multitude;
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DM
Classifieds
Work!

SUDOKU©

Puzzles by KrazyDad
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

INTERMEDIATE
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OPINION
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War: the blueprint for rewriting history
LONDYN LORENZ

thedmopinion@gmail.com

As the last American troops
have left Afghanistan, figures
from all sides of the political
spectrum will attempt to characterize our 20 years there.
Journalists
and
late-night
hosts have commentated and
– sometimes insensitively –
made jokes about the situation
in Afghanistan and are telling
Americans what our time in Afghanistan meant. Some justify
our military action by citing the
increase in female education in
Afghanistan during our time
there, while others warn of the
terrorism that could-have-been
had we not intervened.
Whatever the American
public uses to cope with the
horrors of war, the only truth
is this: wars are for politicians
to gain while young men and
women die.
The practice of post-war
justification began centuries
ago, but its effects are still felt
today. A clear example of this is
the American Civil War. Many
people claim that the Civil War
was fought to free the slaves,
but this is simply not true. Slavery caused the main issues, but
the North was just as racist as
the South and was indifferent
to centuries of Black suffering.

The Civil War was fought for
purely political reasons, as all
are: namely, states’ rights to
dictate their laws on slavery and
the fight over westward expansion of slavery into new states.
After the war, the Lost Cause
ideology pushed this states’
rights narrative but in a way
that portrayed slaves as content
and joyful in servitude, which
was obviously not the case, yet
is still seen in Mississippi today.
The North, however, crafted
their own narrative: one of a
righteous brigade against the
enslaved, helpless victims of
human rights abuses.
While one of these narratives
is much more harmful than the
other (hint: it’s the Lost Cause),
both have consequences that
still affect American politics to
this day. The South is regarded
as the racist haven in the United
States, while the North does not
have the capacity to be racist. In
reality, Northerners and Southerners have an equal possibility
of being racist and minorities
across the country face instances of racism from both sides.
A similar crafted narrative
can be found after World War
II. Many people justified the
war by the many Jewish lives
saved by the American victory
over Germany. This, however,
was not the U.S.’s reason for

war, nor was it an Allied priority
throughout the war. Of course,
the Jewish lives saved are invaluable and can offset the cost
of war to an extent, but it should
not be retroactively assigned as
the main cause of the war, nor
has the U.S. taken direct action
as Jews are one of the most targeted groups by hate crimes on
American soil.
Whatever politicians and
the media try to tell the American public what Afghanistan
was about, please remember
what this war was truly about.
The U.S. invaded Afghanistan
to find Osama bin Laden after
the Taliban refused to hand
him over. We did not invade to
make Afghani lives better, and
we did not leave after we knew
bin Laden was gone. We stayed
in a country 20 years after our
objective left the country and
ten years after he died. Even
though terrorism may have
been stopped by our presence
and Afghani women did have
more freedoms during our time
there, that was never our goal.

Opinion Policies:
Columns do not represent the views of The University of
Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian. The Daily Mississippian
welcomes letters to the editor, which should be emailed to
dmletters@olemiss.edu. Letters should be no longer than 300
words. They may be edited for clarity, brevity and libel. Thirdparty letters and those with pseudonyms or no name will not
be published. Letters are limited to one per individual per
month. Letters should include contact information, including
relationship to the university, if applicable.

Londyn Lorenz is the opinion editor from Perryville, Missouri, majoring in Arabic and
international studies.
38833

PAGE 12 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 SEPTEMBER 2021

Hurricane Ida devastates the Gulf Coast
CAROLINE BEACH

thedmnews@gmail.com

Hurricane Ida, the first
major storm to slam Louisiana
since Katrina in 2005, made
landfall near Port Fourchon,
Louisiana as a category four
hurricane on Aug. 29.
Starting out as a mere
category one hurricane in
the Gulf, Ida grew strong
relatively fast.
Within
hours
of
landfall,
the
coast
of
Southeast Louisiana was
unrecognizable.
Buildings
were torn apart and destroyed
beyond
repair,
entire
neighborhoods
flooded,
numerous trees capsized and
power lines ripped straight
out of the ground.
Upon hearing word of
the approaching hurricane,
the family of Robert Hughes
made the smart decision
to evacuate to both Dallas
and his hometown, Ocean
Springs.
The
junior
computer
science, mathematics and
economics triple major is also
no stranger to the fierceness
of Louisiana hurricanes with
vivid memories from Katrina
many years ago.
“I remember the mansions
on the coast were absolutely
destroyed, ” Hughes said.
“Some of them are still

abandoned to this day. I also
vividly remember evacuating
our property with 150 trees
and returning to less than
50.”
One of the cities hit in Ida’s
path, Houma, Louisiana was
almost completely destroyed.
Hughes’ aunt, a resident of
Houma, lost everything in the
last few days.
Ida
destroyed
her
apartment
and
work
building beyond repair,
putting her not only out of
home, but out of a job.
“Houma told all of its
residents to not come back
until further notice,” Hughes
said. “They have no drinking
water and the power will be
out for at least another three
months.”
Until
further
notice,
Hughes’ aunt will float from
house to house until she finds
a new place to live.
University of Mississippi
students that call this region
of the South home and vividly
remember the tragedies that
accompanied
Hurricane
Katrina had no choice but to
sit back and watch the storm
ravage their parishes.
As a four-year-old girl at
the time Katrina struck New
Orleans, there is little Bella
Icamina can recall about the
catastrophe.
Icamina, a junior allied
health studies and nursing

major from New Orleans,
recalls the bottom floor of
their two-story home flooding
and the loss of power.
Memories that, although
clear, exclude the thousands
of
deaths
and
frantic
evacuations older generations
speak to so clearly.
Although
vague,
her
recollection
was
enough
for her to anticipate the
ramifications of Hurricane
Ida and watch in horror
with the rest of the nation
as it devastated Southeast
Louisiana.
While
she
had
the
assurance of safety for
her mother and sister who
evacuated to San Destin,
Florida before the storm hit,
Icamina was filled with worry
for her father that stayed
behind.
As a staff member for
Touro Infirmary, a non-profit
faith-based hospital in New
Orleans, Icamina’s father
remained in the city to shelter
in with patients.
Contact between Icamina
and her father was scarce,
due – in part – to the fact
that he is a first-responder,
but she learned the hospital
is operating with generators
at half capacity. A dreadful
thought as power outages are
expected to last for another
three weeks.
“It is going to be hard

to get back to normal life,”
Icamina said, “but I feel like
everyone understands the
urgency of recovering quickly
after dealing with Katrina.”
Her family is fortunate
enough to make it out of the
storm with minimal damage.
A small section of the family’s
roof was ripped off during the
storm, causing water to leak
into the home and down to
the first floor.
In the following days,
Icamina’s mother will leave
her little sister here in Oxford
as their parents return home
to assess the damage and
recovery time of yet another
Louisiana hurricane.
Grace Dragna, another
Louisiana native student, is a
senior public policy leadership
and economics double major
from Mandeville.
After
watching
the
aftermath of the storm,
Dragna is thankful her family
evacuated
to
Tuscaloosa
before the storm hit.
While some individuals
underestimated the severity
of the storm and waited too
long to leave, her family left
long before the storm ever
touched land. Dragna’s uncle,
a meteorologist, warned her
family to evacuate as soon as
possible days prior to Ida’s
reign of terror.
“It is hard to know that
your family is dealing with

the aftermath while you are
so far away that you cannot
do anything about it,” Dragna
stated as she expressed
concern for her family’s
return to Louisiana.
While
the
CovingtonMandeville area has a long
recovery process ahead –
with the lack of power and
drinking water – Dragna’s
family is fortunate to make it
out with no structural house
damage.
“Our neighbors stayed
during the storm,” Dragna
said. “They would have called
and told us if our house took
on any serious damage.”
As the tides subside and
the sky clears, the sun reveals
the magnitude of the damage
left behind. Cities like Grand
Isle, New Orleans and Houma
are ravaged.
Hurricane Ida left a trail of
tragedy in her wake, leaving
thousands without drinkable
water, food, power or gas.
Experts estimate a three
week to three month recovery
period for parishes hit the
hardest.
As
the
natives
of
Louisiana pick up the
remnants of the storm, they
are left with the dread and
anxiety of trying to figure
out how to start over once
again.
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